
Land o’ Sky Chapter of TU  
Trout in the Classroom (TIC) Recommended Equipment List 

 
 

Basic Tank Equipment (about $1,300 total) 

Item 2026 cost 
(approx.) 

Vendor Notes 

EcoPlus ¼ HP Water Chiller $600 aquacave.com or 
similar 

Need to keep a 55 gallon tank 
below 60°, so ¼ HP is required 

Mag-Drive 5 water pump $120 
 

“  

Fluval 407 Performance 
Canister Filter 

$260 
 

“  

55 gallon tank $100 Petsuppliesplus, 
Petco or similar 

Many retailers won’t ship this and 
require you to pick it up 

Tetra 40 Whisper Air Pump for 
40 gal aquariums 

$26 “  

Airline tubing (8’ length) $3 “  

Check valve $3 “  

Long air stone (12”) $4 “  

Gravel maintenance vacuum 
(M or L) 

$21 “  

Coarse net (8”) $6 “ Larger net is easier to catch fry 

API Freshwater Test Kit $40 “ Could substitute, needs to test 
nitrate, nitrite, phosphate, pH 

Hatching/breeding basket $6 “  

Microbe-Lift Special Blend 
Aquarium Bacteria 

$18 “ For jumpstarting the bacteria that 
will break down ammonia/nitrates 

Digital thermometer for 
freshwater/saltwater 

$10 “ Could substitute analog 
thermometer to save $ 

Aquarium gravel substrate $9 for  
5 lbs. 

“ Need at least 10 lbs.  Could buy 
more to cover full tank bottom. 

http://aquacave.com/
http://petsuppliesplus.com/
http://petco.com/


Basic Tank Equipment (about $1,300 total) 

Clear vinyl tubing ¾” diameter, 
10 ft. length 

$28 Lowes or Home 
Depot 

 

Four 7/16”-1” stainless steel 
adjustable clamps 

$16 for four  “  

Other Recommended Equipment 
Insulation foam 
boards 

The more of your tank that is covered with insulation (back, sides, top, possibly front), 
the less your chiller has to work. 

Tapwater 
conditioner 

In case you need to add tap water directly (that hasn’t been sitting out for at least 
overnight in a bucket).  Like API or Seachem Conditioner. 

Buckets for 
water changes 

2 or 3 five gallon buckets, or more if the buckets are smaller; will be doing 5-15 gallon 
water changes per week or so, depending on how much you are feeding and the size 
of the fry. 

Stand If you aren’t putting it on a lab bench or other built-in structure.  A stand needs to be 
strong enough to hold 500 lbs. 

Plastic pipettes 
or turkey baster 

To remove dead eggs/fry. 

Long-handled 
scrub brush 

To clean the inside of tank. 

Ammonia 
remover 

In case of ammonia spike emergencies. 

     Most items above are one time purchases and should last for years.  
The only items that need to be replaced annually would be:  Fluval filter 
media (pads and cartridges), airstone, test kit (depending on how often 
your students do testing), Microbe lift or other chemicals, and sometimes 
the tubing needs to be replaced because it is hard to clean. 
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